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CommonSpirit’s mission, vision and values 
inform every aspect of our work each day,  
and remind us that we serve our patients,  
their families, our communities—and also  
each other. 

Our mission 
As a part of CommonSpirit Health, we make the healing 
presence of God known in our world by improving the health 
of the people we serve, especially those who are vulnerable, 
while we advance social justice for all.

French Hospital Medical Center Foundation is committed to 
supporting the charitable and community health care mission 
of French Hospital Medical Center through fundraising and 
relationship building. The Foundation solicits philanthropic 
gifts, provides stewardship of these gifts, and grants funds to 
the hospital to advance the community’s access to health care.

Our vision 
A healthier future for all, inspired by faith, driven by 
innovation and powered by our humanity.

Our values 
Compassion 

Care with listening, empathy and love.

Accompany and comfort those in need of healing.

Inclusion 

Celebrate each person’s gifts and voice.

Respect the dignity of all.

Integrity 

Inspire trust through honesty.

Demonstrate courage in the face of inequity.

Excellence 

Serve with fullest passion, creativity and stewardship.

Exceed expectations of others and ourselves.

Collaboration

Commit to the power of working together.

Build and nurture meaningful relationships.
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A message from our leadership team
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I joined the French Hospital Medical Center Foundation as the Chief 
Philanthropy Officer in January 2024. I have resided in San Luis Obispo 
for 23 years and worked professionally at Cal Poly for 16 years prior to 
joining the leadership team at French Hospital. I am honored to lead the 
Foundation team and engage our local community in bringing outstanding 
health care to SLO County. 

Our hospital is fueled by humankindness, not only from our dedicated and 
compassionate caregivers, but also from you, our generous donors, who 
help sustain and amplify the excellence of French Hospital. Your support 
breathes new life into our work—through programs like the Hearst Cancer 
Resource Center and through our Beyond Health campaign, which will 
bring a new patient tower and vital services to the French Hospital campus 
and our community.

Through your continued partnership and generosity, we can achieve our 
vision for French Hospital—a place where each person gets the high-
quality care they deserve. Thank you for your sustained partnership and 
support. We have so much to be proud of, and much of it is made possible 
thanks to your generosity!

I am honored and excited to be back at French Hospital as the new Presi-
dent and CEO. As you may know, I started with French Hospital in 1992, 
serving as the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for nearly a decade and later 
becoming the CFO for Dignity Health’s Central Coast Region. In 2018, I 
stepped into my current role as the President and CEO for Dignity Health’s 
two other local hospitals, Marian Regional Medical Center and Arroyo 
Grande Community Hospital, a role in which I will continue.

Coming back to French Hospital truly feels like coming home. I have 
profound respect and admiration for our leadership and caregivers, who 
always strive to provide exceptional care to our community with the 
compassion for which French Hospital is known.

I have long been a donor to the French Hospital Foundation, as I personally 
understand the significant impact that philanthropy provides to our com-
munity. As a nonprofit hospital, philanthropic support allows our hospital to 
go above and beyond a basic level of care, providing programs and services 
to address the unmet needs of our community. I am incredibly grateful for 
the generosity of our donors and look forward to partnering with you in our 
shared efforts to advance access to local, high-quality health care. Togeth-
er, I’m excited to usher in a new era of care at French Hospital. 

Tessa Espinoza 
Chief Philanthropy Officer

Sue Andersen 
President and CEO
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A renewed vision for French Hospital Medical Center

Looking to the future  
of local health care

Many community members recall various seasons of 
growth and change at French Hospital over several 
decades. As we look at our origins, we remember 
that in 1946, Dr. Edison French purchased the San 
Luis Sanitarium on Marsh Street and renamed it 
French Hospital. Dr. French began practicing state-
of-the-art medicine—he was the first surgeon to use 
intravenous anesthesia locally, the first to perform 
a lung resection, and the first to do collapsed lung 
therapy. Dr. French encouraged other specialists to 
settle in the area, making French Hospital the hub 
for medical expertise in the region. 

The existing hospital on Johnson Avenue opened in 
1972 and continues to serve as the original nonprof-
it hospital in San Luis Obispo. For decades, French 
Hospital has proudly served as the premier facility 
for cardiac care and has been widely recognized as 
one of the safest hospitals in the nation. In fact, 
the hospital recently became the only hospital in 
California and one of only eight hospitals nation-
wide to achieve a Five Star Rating from the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services and earn 25 
straight ‘A’s’ in Hospital Safety from the Leapfrog 
Group.

It’s important to reflect on the origin story of French 
Hospital and highlight the consistent achievements 
in excellent health care that we have provided for 
over seven decades. However, it is essential that 
the hospital not waver on our steadfast effort to 
bring a level of health care that rivals a much larger 
metropolitan area. The quality of our physicians, 
caregivers and services are comparable to big cities, 
and yet we continue to provide high quality care in a 
facility that needs significant updates.

As we look to the future, we will bring single-patient 
rooms to our community, which are universally 
accepted as an industry best-practice and is an 

essential contributor to successful patient recovery. 
French Hospital is dedicated to offering the only 
single-patient rooms in our county. Our patients 
deserve the dignity and privacy of healing quietly 
and with the comfort and closeness of family and 
loved ones. 

We hold a vision for the future in which physicians 
who move to San Luis Obispo to work at French 
Hospital have access to the same quality of 
equipment and technology that exists at premier 
hospitals across the country. We attract the highest-
caliber physicians to SLO County and we must 
invest in the most advanced tools, surgical robots, 
lasers, imaging equipment, and various innovative 
technologies to ensure that our physicians can 
practice and perform in the same high-tech, high-
functioning environment in which they were trained. 

Our vision for French Hospital also stems from 
the vision of our parent company, CommonSpirit 
Health—a healthier future for all, inspired by faith, 
driven by innovation, and powered by our humanity.

French Hospital Medical Center in its original location on Marsh 
Street in 1946
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Beyond Health:  
Your New French Hospital is coming soon

The Foundation continues to raise funds for the Beyond Health 
Campaign, supporting Your New French Hospital. This transformative 
$235 million hospital expansion project will provide an 
unprecedented level of world-class care to our community. To date, 
more than $22 million has been raised towards our $30 million 
community-based fundraising goal for Beyond Health. Financial 
support from CommonSpirit Health will allow us to construct 
this state-of-the-art facility; however, it is essential that we have 
philanthropic support. 

The completion of the Swanson Family Chapel and the Martin-
Hulburd Family Healing Garden in 2024 represents the first step in 
bringing Your New French Hospital to our community.

Construction of the new Patient Care Tower and parking structure 
were delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and a required two-year 
environmental impact report that was completed in mid-2024. New 
architectural drawings are now underway to reflect updated building 
codes, and final project approvals are moving forward. French 
Hospital aims to update all construction plans and get City approval 
in 2025, allowing for State approvals and phase 1 construction to 
follow. 

A new Patient Care Tower 

Single-patient rooms 

Diana Beaudry 
Patient Care Wing

Stan & Barbara Clark  
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

Expanded Intensive Care Unit

A new front entrance, lobby, 
and dining area

Swanson Family Chapel

Holistic grounds and 
healing spaces

Miossi Rooftop Garden Terrace

New Imaging Center

Expanded space for labs, 
food services, and more

Enhanced and advanced 
technologies and services

Hearst Heliport for 
critical emergencies

A new parking structure

Learn how you can go 
Beyond Health:

Learn more about 
Your New French Hospital at 
supportfrenchhospital.org/

beyondhealth

Your New 
French Hospital 
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Your kindness in action

Swanson Family Chapel and  
Martin-Hulburd Family Healing Garden 
provide comfort and solace

In May 2024, French Hospital officially opened the 
new Swanson Family Chapel, alongside the recently 
renovated Martin-Hulburd Family Healing Garden. 
These serene spaces represent the first completed 
projects of the Beyond Health campaign for Your 
New French Hospital and bring our vision of holistic 
well-being to life. 

The interfaith chapel, located near the main hospital 
entrance, is a welcoming space for patients, visitors, 
and staff to reflect, pray, and find spiritual connection. 
The chapel’s mission-style exterior reflects the Spanish 
architecture of San Luis Obispo, including a beautiful 
tower with a custom forged and inscribed bell. The 
chapel’s open, light-filled interior features the striking 

“Ribbon of Hope” stained-glass windows created by 
internationally recognized artist Elizabeth Devereaux.

“The new interfaith chapel has become a beacon 
of hope and a source of deep solace for our staff, 
patients, and their loved ones,” says Peter Kang, 
Manager of Mission Integration and Spiritual Care. 
“We are profoundly grateful to Bill and Cheryl 
Swanson for their unwavering support in making this 
sacred space a reality, where people of all faiths can 
find peace and comfort.” 

The Martin-Hulburd Family Healing Garden, 
located adjacent to the Swanson Family Chapel, 
offers patients and visitors a natural outdoor space 
for peaceful reflection. The garden was renovated 
during the addition of the chapel and features 
therapeutic art pieces that augment the restorative 
nature of the space.
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Treating the whole person

At French Hospital, we understand the importance 
of providing a holistic experience for our patients, 
one that goes beyond standard medical care. Hos-
pitals are often where we find ourselves in times 
of concern for our own health or the health of our 
loved ones. Hospital visits can be a time of height-
ened emotional stress, fear, and anxiety. Recogniz-
ing that our physical surroundings can significantly 
impact our well-being and overall emotional states, 
French Hospital strives to incorporate serene in-
door and outdoor settings to provide reprieve from 
the standard hospital environment.

That’s why our Beyond Health campaign includes 
new and expanded spaces of beauty and solace 
at French Hospital, beyond those typically found 
on medical campuses. Creating environments that 
promote overall well-being is part of our commit-
ment to patient-centered care.

At French Hospital, the people on our campus 
are at the heart of our work—including our staff 
members, medical providers, and visitors. We want 
everyone at French Hospital to find relief from the 
challenges and uncertainty of being a patient or 
caring for a patient. Through the Beyond Health 
campaign, we’re doing more than ever to support 
the body, mind, and soul of our community.

The Martin-Hulburd Family Healing Garden offers serene outdoor areas for patients, families, and staff to enjoy 



Randy & Nancy Flamm

In 1989, Randy and Nancy Flamm launched IQMS, a 
software company, from the living room of their Paso 
Robles home. After 27 years at the helm, they sold 
IQMS in 2016 and looked to new opportunities. To-
day, the Flamms reside on the coast, where they own 
and operate Thunder Creek Cattle Company, a 6,000-
acre cow and calf operation in Cayucos and Harmony. 

As long-time residents of San Luis Obispo County, 
the Flamms became inspired to learn more about 
health care by their daughter, Janice, a labor and 
delivery nurse. A visit to French Hospital and 
conversations with caregivers left the Flamms deeply 
moved by the dedication and exceptional care 
provided by the medical staff. The Flamms were 
particularly moved by the Beyond Health Campaign’s 
vision for a new patient tower with single-patient 
rooms, recognizing the positive impact it would have 
on patient privacy, comfort, and healing. Inspired to 
take part, the Flamms made a generous $500,000 
donation to support the new patient tower, ensuring 
that French Hospital can continue to provide the 
highest quality care to our community.

Diana Beaudry

Diana Beaudry was introduced to French Hospital in 2021 
and was immediately impressed by the level of care from the 
staff she encountered. Living in mostly metropolitan areas 
prior to moving to the Central Coast, her experiences with 
health care had been excellent, but patients were treated 
more like numbers in beds, lacking warmth and connection.

As Diana learned more about Beyond Health and plans for a 
new patient care tower with single-patient rooms, she knew 
she wanted to be a part of it. Diana made her initial gift in 
2022 and increased her contribution in 2024 to support the 
Diana Beaudry Patient Care Wing.

“We were so impressed by the 
dedication of the staff at French 
Hospital. We believe in the 
importance of ensuring that high-
quality health care is available 
locally, and we are proud to be a 
part of bringing this new patient 
tower to fruition.” 
–Randy and Nancy Flamm

“It is so important for excellent care to be delivered compassionately and 
with kindness. It is a privilege to be able to support the hospital in bringing 
a new vision of care to the Central Coast.” –Diana Beaudry
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Wacker Technology 
and Innovation Fund

Bob & Debbie Wacker

Debbie Wacker and her late husband, Bob, have each 
held a special connection with French Hospital and a 
deep understanding of the need to support their nonprofit 
community hospital. 

As a grateful former patient, Bob’s positive experience 
inspired him to become the Co-Chair of the Foundation’s 
Beyond Health Campaign in an effort to ensure that 
patients have access to advanced care. Debbie is one 
of French Hospital’s longest-serving volunteers, devoting 
more than 30 years to assisting hospital patients, staff, 
and visitors. She also currently serves as the President 
of the French Hospital Volunteer Guild and as a French 
Hospital Foundation Board member. Together, Bob and 
Debbie’s dedication to health care and their experiences 
with the hospital led them to make significant philan-
thropic gifts to the Beyond Health campaign.

Just before Bob’s passing, the Wackers decided to make 
yet another contribution to French Hospital. Recognizing 
the important role of advanced technology in the hospital’s 
ability to care for patients, they established the Bob and 
Debbie Wacker Technology and Innovation Fund. The new 
fund was highlighted at the Celebration of Caring event, 
with memorial gifts in Bob’s honor raising over $135,000.

The French Hospital Foundation was honored to recog-
nize Bob and Debbie’s many outstanding contributions 
to the well-being of the San Luis Obispo community by 
naming the Wackers the 2024 recipients of the Louis Te-
done, MD, Humanitarian Award. Sadly, Bob passed away 
two weeks before receiving the award at the Foundation’s 
Celebration of Caring in February 2024.

Thanks to the support of the Wackers and ongoing 
contributions from donors, French Hospital will contin-
ually invest in cutting-edge technology, equipment, and 
innovative practices. 

The Foundation remains forever grateful to Bob Wacker 
for his vision and support of our community, and to 
Debbie for her continued volunteerism and leadership.

“I recognize that it’s a gift and a privilege—
not a duty—to have been put in a position 
where we can make a positive impact on 
people who need help. The list is endless  
and so are the opportunities. I appreciate 
the gift of being able to help.” 
–Bob Wacker
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Advancing care for our community

New cardiac catheterization labs 
introduce cutting-edge technology

2023 marked a significant milestone for French 
Hospital, with the opening of the first of two newly 
remodeled state-of-the-art cardiac catheterization 
labs in the Copeland, Forbes and Rossi Cardiac Care 
Center. The second cardiac catheterization lab is 
scheduled to open in early 2025, further expand-
ing our capacity to serve the growing needs of our 
community. 

The new labs, featuring the cutting-edge GE Allia 
IGS 730 fluoroscopy system, further elevate the level 
of medical care available and represent French Hos-
pital’s commitment to providing our community with 
the highest level of cardiac care, right here at home.

As the only facility between Los Angeles and San 
Francisco to boast this advanced diagnostic system, 

French Hospital is able to offer a wider range of min-
imally invasive procedures. This includes pacemaker 
implantation, coronary artery stenting, arrhythmia 
ablation, minimally invasive aortic valve replacement 
(TAVR), Transcatheter Edge to Edge Repair (Mitra-
Clip), Watchman, non-cardiac procedures, and more. 

These advanced labs are a testament to French 
Hospital’s commitment to providing comprehensive, 
advanced care to our community. We are ensuring 
that patients can receive the treatment they need 
without having to travel out of the area, not only 
improving access to care but also reducing stress 
and inconvenience for patients and their families. 
We are excited to continue investing in cutting-
edge technology and expertise through the Bob 
and Debbie Wacker Technology and Innovation 
Fund, ensuring that French Hospital remains at the 
forefront of care for all those who need it.
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A beacon of excellence in patient safety

French Hospital Medical Center continues to shine 
as a leader in patient safety and quality care, 
achieving a remarkable milestone in 2024. French 
Hospital is the only hospital in California to hold 
both a Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) Five Star Rating and to have received 
25 consecutive ‘A’s’ in Hospital Safety from the 
Leapfrog Group.

This achievement places us among an elite group 
of only eight hospitals nationwide to hold these 
prestigious distinctions simultaneously.

CMS evaluates hospitals annually based on five 
key quality categories including mortality, safety of 
care, readmission, patient experience, and timely 
and effective care. 

The Leapfrog Group assigns grades to all general 
hospitals based on patient safety performance 
measures. French Hospital has earned an ‘A’ for 25 
consecutive grading cycles (awarded bi-annually), 
demonstrating our unwavering dedication to patient 
safety.  

These distinctions are not just accolades; they 
represent a tangible impact on the health and well-
being of our community. By consistently exceeding 
national standards in patient safety and quality 
care, we are building trust and confidence in our 
hospital. This trust allows us to continue to provide 
exceptional care to our patients and their families, 
ensuring their safety and well-being.

Moving forward, French Hospital is committed to 
upholding the highest standards of patient safety 
and quality care, delivered with compassion and 
humankindness. We will continue to invest in 
innovative technologies, evidence-based practices, 
and experienced caregivers to ensure that French 
Hospital remains a beacon of excellence in health 
care. 



12   |  Your kindness in action

In 2024, French Hospital was recognized by 
Newsweek as one of America’s Best Maternity 
Hospitals, a distinction recognizing facilities 
that have excelled in providing care to mothers, 
newborns, and their families. Named for a third 
consecutive year, French Hospital is the only 
hospital in San Luis Obispo County to receive this 
recognition, which is awarded based on hospital 
quality metrics, a nationwide survey of health care 
professionals, and results from patient surveys. 

The Stollmeyer Family Birthing Center at French 
Hospital includes eight private birthing suites 
offering labor, delivery, recovery, and postpartum 
services. It also features a Cesarean section suite 
located inside the center and an Acute Care Nursery 
for advanced neonatal care. Thanks to donor 
support, the Stollmeyer Family Birthing Center was 

renovated and expanded in 2017, bringing a new 
level of comfort and care to patients.

The Stollmeyer Family Birthing Center caregivers 
and staff are dedicated to providing mothers, 
babies, and families with a positive birthing 
experience. 

“We are excited to be recipients of this award 
again, knowing the care we provide is recognized 
not only locally, but nationally, as well,” said Ingrid 
Rodriguez, RN, Director of French Hospital’s 
Stollmeyer Family Birthing Center. “The Stollmeyer 
Family Birthing Center team provides our patients 
and families with individualized, compassionate care 
with a focus on quality and safety. It is an honor to 
be recognized as a top maternity unit.”

Stollmeyer Family Birthing Center Director Ingrid Rodriguez (center) with labor and delivery caregivers

Newsweek names French Hospital one of America’s Best Maternity Hospitals
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San Luis Obispo residents Camille and Owen 
Schwaegerle chose French Hospital for the 
birth of their first child, Walker, in 2022 based 
on recommendations from friends and its 
convenient location. While their experience at 
the Stollmeyer Family Birthing Center exceeded 
their expectations, Walker unexpectedly developed 
jaundice, requiring additional medical care and a 
longer hospital stay.

“It was very difficult to see our newborn needing 
extra care, but the nurses were incredibly 
comforting and reassuring throughout the entire 
process,” shared Camille. “As new parents, we 
were overwhelmed at first, but the nurses eased our 
worries and taught us everything from swaddling 
and diaper changes to proper baby-holding 
techniques.”

Two years later, with their second child on the 
way, Camille and Owen knew they would return to 
French Hospital. Their daughter, Liesl, arrived in 
early 2024, marking a special milestone for the 

Schwaegerle family as the first female born in 100 
years.

Grateful for their experiences, Camille and Owen 
became donors to the French Hospital Foundation, 
celebrating the births of Walker and Liesl with 
plaques on the hospital’s Baby Celebration Wall.

“We can honestly say that French Hospital 
genuinely cares about creating a safe, supportive, 
and respectful environment for mother, baby, 
and family,” said Owen. “The Stollmeyer Family 
Birthing Center is thoughtfully designed to promote 
family bonding, which is so important. We can’t 
thank the entire French team enough for our 
wonderful experiences.”

Scan the QR code to 
watch a short video 
about the Schwaegerle 
family’s experience.

Finding comfort and care at the Stollmeyer Family Birthing Center



Foundation Events

Debbie Wacker, after accepting the 2024 Louis Tedone, MD, 
Humanitarian Award 

Foundation Board Vice Chair Carolyn Herzog and Angel Chairez

Left to right: Armen and Nyri Agajanian with Stephanie Ronca 
Matthews and Sandy Matthews

Left to right: Terrance and LeBren Harris with Carlesha and Darnell 
Harris

Thank you to our cocktail sponsor, Rod + Hammer’s SLO Stills

Left to right: Dr. Tom Vendegna, French Hospital Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Gayle 
Cekada, Tracy and John Ronca, and Cal Poly President Jeff Armstrong

Celebration of Caring

The 16th annual Celebration of Caring, held on February 
24, 2024, at ACI Jet in San Luis Obispo, raised more than 
$283,000 to support patient programs and services at 
French Hospital. At the event, Debbie Wacker and her late 
husband Bob Wacker were honored with the 2024 Louis 
Tedone, MD, Humanitarian Award. Each year, this award 
recognizes the extraordinary contributions of individuals 
dedicated to building healthier communities.

A special Call to Action raised more than $135,000 to 
establish the Bob and Debbie Wacker Technology and 
Innovation Fund. The fund will enable French Hospital 
to stay at the forefront of new health care technology, 
continuing to evolve by bringing the latest technology and 
innovative best practices to local patient care.

14   |  Your kindness in action



Irene Henrickson and Amy Spain

Foundation Board Chair Kris Yetter and Bob YetterChad and Lauren Rava

Left to right: Rose Ancheta, Dr. Rob Johnson, and Camila and John Strong
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Share the Hope

On April 6, 2024 more than 180 guests gathered 
together at Hearst Castle and the Hearst Ranch Dairy 
Barn for Share the Hope, the Foundation’s annual 
event benefiting the Hearst Cancer Resource Center 
(HCRC) at French Hospital. Thanks to the generosity 
of our donors, more than $480,000 was raised to 
support the vital programs and services offered by the 
HCRC. These resources are offered to local cancer 
patients, and their families, at no charge. 



Giving by the numbers

Total dollars raised

Total donors

Transfers to hospital

Each fiscal year (July-June), our donors come 
together to realize the power of generosity 
and gratitude in our community. The results 
have been inspiring.

$4,651,000  |  2024

$3,143,000  |  2023

$4,752,000  |  2022

$4,545,000  |  2021

$4,557,000  |  2020

$1,410,000  |  2024

$3,625,000  |  2023

$3,373,000  |  2022

$2,797,000  |  2021

$3,437,212  |  2020

Transfers by the Foundation to French Hospital 
show collaboration as monies are transferred 
only after the obligations of donor intent have 
been met. In other words, the Foundation 
transfers charitable funds to the hospital 
only after the hospital has demonstrated that 
related expenses have been incurred. This 
ensures that all charitable dollars are used 
exactly as the donor intended. 

Donors bolster innovation, bring 
together our community, and 
serve the vulnerable. Together 
we accomplish what none of us 
could do alone.

Together  
we heal.
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  960  |  2024

1,162  |  2023

1,222  |  2022

1,129  |  2021

1,303  |  2020



How funds are raised
At the French Hospital Medical Center Foundation, a diverse group of donors support our work through 
a variety of ways—annual donations, grants, planned and estate gifts, and event attendance. The entire 
hospital administration, and the patients we serve, are forever grateful for the support of our generous 
donors.

Donations, both large and small, enable the Foundation to provide advanced technology, build and 
sustain health education and community outreach programs, and support those who cannot afford health 
care. Contributions also enable us to provide vital patient programs at no charge and improve patient 
care, quality and safety.

What does it mean to be nonprofit?
French Hospital Foundation is a mission-driven organization that exists to improve the health of everyone 
in our community. Philanthropy is an important way to connect those with resources to those in need, 
offering an opportunity to express gratitude for the expertise, care, and kindness experienced throughout 
our ministry. Together, we continue to advocate for those who are poor and vulnerable, and innovate how 
and where healing can happen—both inside our hospitals and out in our community.

Both French Hospital Medical Center and the French Hospital Foundation are nonprofit organizations. As 
a nonprofit hospital, this means that French Hospital reinvests profits back into to the hospital and our 
community through community programs and charity care.

100% of your donations benefits the cause.
Thanks to an operating grant from French Hospital Medical Center, 100% of your gift to the Foundation 
is directed to your chosen designation. Unlike many nonprofits, donor funds are never used to pay for 
any administrative cost or gift processing fee. Your generosity and expressions of gratitude—individually 
and collectively—enable us to envision and achieve the remarkable. Thank you for working with us, con-
necting your purpose and passion with our mission to build a more resilient community.

Fiscal Year 2024 

   Annual support

 Private grants

   Major gifts, campaign gifts  
 & planned gifts

   Special events

4%
5%

76%

15%
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Your support at work
In fiscal year 2024, these are the top 10 areas that were funded through 
donations made to the foundation.

Beyond 
Health Campaign

$3,125,355

Area of  
Greatest Need

$349,802

Hearst Cancer Resource  
Center Endowment

$515,109

Cancer Patient  
Support

$72,940

Bob and Debbie 
Wacker Technology 

and Innovation Fund

$142,940

Employee 
Giving Fund

$26,432

Cancer Patient 
Lodging

$20,000

Hearst Cancer 
Resource Center

$292,256

Cancer Patient  
Medical 

Transportation

$32,500

Homeless Patient  
Support and 
Prevention

$16,230
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French Hospital Medical Center 
Fiscal Year 2024 by the numbers

Hospital

78  years serving the community

5,233 inpatient visits

151,125  outpatient visits

28,345  Emergency Department visits

7,658  surgeries performed

731   babies delivered

Staff

690  employees

400 affiliated physicians 
with privileges and allied  
professionals

286 nurses

Foundation

$4,651,000 total 
amount raised

960 donors

Volunteers

168 volunteers

12,191 hours donated by 
volunteers

$408,277 value of hours 
donated by volunteers

Community Benefits

32 Cancer Center programs

12,588 patient and community 
connections made to Cancer Center Services

$80,821 provided in financial assistance 
to cancer patients

21 Community Wellness Programs

43,182 persons served with Community 
Wellness Program

$14,543,283 in patient financial  
assistance, unreimbursed costs of Medicaid, 
community health improvement services, 
community grants, and other community benefits 
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Meet the Foundation
Foundation Staff

Left to right: Tessa Espinoza, Jenny Meyers, Samantha Cardenas, Holly Leighton, and Val Vaz

Tessa Espinoza
Chief Philanthropy Officer
tessa.espinoza@dignityhealth.org

K. Samantha Cardenas
Manager of Philanthropy
samantha.cardenas@ 
dignityhealth.org

Jenny Meyers
Director of Philanthropy,
Operations & Communications
jenny.meyers@dignityhealth.org

Holly Leighton
Development Coordinator
holly.leighton@dignityhealth.org

Val Vaz
Director of Philanthropy, 
Major Gifts
val.vaz@dignityhealth.org

Foundation Board Officers and New Members 
FY24-25 Board Officers

Kristen Yetter
Chair
Promega

Brooks Wise
Secretary/Treasurer
Pacific Premier Bank
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Carolyn Herzog
Vice Chair
Corvus Wealth Advisors



Our Newest Board Members from FY24-25

Michaela Cotton
Andre, Morris & 
Buttery

To view the full Board roster, please see page 27. 

Lorlie Leetham
Retired, Cal Poly 
Corporation

Ty Safreno
Trust Automation

Terrance Harris
Cal Poly

Russ Levanway
REACH

Debbie Wacker
Certified Public 
Accountant

Cathy Johnson
Matrix Medical 
Corporation

D.D. Oberhelman
PepsiCo Foods

Aaron Kromhout, MD
French Hospital  
Chief of Staff

Chris Russo
Retired, Amazon
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French Hospital Foundation believes 
every act of humankindness is worthy 
of celebration and every expression of 
gratitude deserves recognition.



Caring Circle of Donors
The French Hospital Medical Center Foundation Caring Circle of Donors supports a wide variety of hospital 
programs. It is our pleasure to recognize and celebrate the generosity of those donors who have invested 
significantly in their community hospital, as of June 30, 2024.

Circle of Excellence

Anonymous
Diana Beaudry
Stan & Barbara Clark
James & Sandra Copeland | Thomas 

& Pamela Copeland
William & Linda Frost
Stephen & Barbara Hearst
The Hearst Foundations
Noreen Martin & Dr. Chris Hulburd
Peter & Mary Beth Oppenheimer
San Luis Obispo Physician’s Health 

Alliance
James P. Sargen
Rick & Jill Stollmeyer | Lori & Kevin 

Ryan
William H. & Cheryl K. Swanson

Circle of Stewardship

Anonymous
B.K. Simon Family Charitable 

Foundation
Joyce C. Backhaus
John Couch
County of San Luis Obispo
Nancy & Randall Flamm
James R. Flanagan
Bert & Candace Forbes
George Hoag Family Foundation
Harold J. Miossi Charitable Trust
John & Marcia Lindvall
The Rossi Family
Bob & Debbie Wacker

President’s Circle

Anonymous
Amy & Ron Beckman Trust
Rex & Alina Duhn Family

Dr. Sanjay & Smita Ganpule
Erin W. Hearst Knudsen
Jeanne Hutchison
Sammy & Michael Pineau
Burt W. & Virginia Polin
John & Tracy Ronca
Gretchen & Brad Wilde

Circle of Justice

American Cancer Society
Anonymous
Linda Asprion
Avon Foundation for Women
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation
California Department Of Health 

Care Access And Information
California Office Of Emergency 

Services
Karen & Stephen Chubon & Carol 

Thompson
Michael Clayton, MD & Jennifer 

Clayton
French Hospital Medical Center 

Volunteer Guild
French Hospital Medical Staff
Joan Gellert-Sargen
David L. George
George Randolph Hearst, Jr.
Cydney & Reed Holcombe
Homewood Realty | Judy O. and 

Robert T. Flesh | Judy F. and 
Gerald Rosenberg

Robert & Carol Kerwin
Nina Kruse & Michael Cannon
Andy & Laurie Mangano
Les & Carol Moss
Peter and Mary Russo Family 

Foundation
Promega Biosciences

Puma Aquatic Team Inc.
SESLOC Federal Credit Union
Nancy & Carlton Spencer
The Steed Family
Surfing For Hope Foundation
Bill & Ed Thoma | Thoma Electric
Su & Ke-Ping Tsao, MD
Vituity Emergency Physicians

Circle of Collaboration

Anonymous
Allyn & Concettina Arnold
Robert & Beverly Canvasser
Central Coast Home Health & 

Hospice
Central Coast Pathology Consultants
Central Coast Wine Classic
Coastal Anesthesiology Medical 

Associates
Compass Health
Roy Gersten
Gary H. Grossman
Adele Grossman McGee
Innovative Diagnostics
J.W. Design & Construction
Kon Tiki Inn
Dr. David & Ann Lawrence
Jim Malone, MD & Jessica Malone, 

NP
The Marcled Foundation
Susan Minker, M.D.
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Michael & DD (D’Elaine) Patrick
Christine & Brian Pritt
Public Health Institute
Roy & Linda Rawlings
San Luis Imaging Medical Group
Dr. & Mrs. Louis Tedone
Urology Associates of the Central 

Coast
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Circle of Dignity

Sue & Steve Andersen
Marvin Richard Andrews
Anonymous
Colonel Retired Oscar & Jeanne 

Bayer
Cal Poly Partners
Drs. David Canvasser, Luke Faber, 

Stephen Freyaldenhoven & 
Families

Community Foundation San Luis 
Obispo County

Michael Cripe & Carol Florence
Dr. Dan Culhane & Chris Eaton
Charles Dana, Jr.
Joyce & Arthur Duarte
Marty & Max Flaming
Julia Fogelson & David Plevel
Barbara George, EdD
Jane Gersten
Glenn Burdette
Dr. Steven & Lee Goodman
Gail Hermreck
Alan & Cathleen Iftiniuk
Mike & Sheri Jefferis
Ermina Karim & Erik Justesen
The Keller Family
Frank & Betsey Kelton
Geri LaChance, Ian Dillingham & 

Colin Dillingham
Jim & Jeannie Lokey
Dianne N. Long
C. Wayne & Kathy Longcrier
Dorothy J. Lunsford
Peter McGrath
Bonnie McIvor
Mechanics Bank
Michael & Sandy Morris
Nancy Morrow
Steve & Debby Nicklas
Lloyd & Margaret Peterson
The Physicians of Coastal Cardiology
Reach University
John Roffoni Family
Jim & Debi Saunders Family
Sheila & Leopold Selker
Doris Skov
Specialty Construction
The Thille Family

Bob Williams & Christine Merritt-
Williams

Circle of Compassion

Katcho & Araxie Achadjian
Angela Aiena
Amgen
Darius & Sarah Anderson
Anonymous
David & Melissa Arrona
Anissa Balson
Nanci Bell & Family
The Blishak Family
Bill & Alison Borgsmiller
Mark & Nancy Bracewell
Rosemary & Mark Bray
Carol Brown
The Brown Family Foundation
C.A.M. Johnson Family Foundation
Marcus & Susan Carnohan
Chris Castillo & Lori Johnston 

Family Trust
Central Coast Appraisal Services
Central Valley Community Bank
Marty & Allison Cepkauskas
Amby Chance & the Ronemus 

Family
Erika & Todd Chapman
City of San Luis Obispo
Leslie E. Coe
Sharon & Christopher Connors
Corvus Wealth Advisors
Kathrine Coull
Chuck & Marie Cova
Ray & Sandy Crosno
Carol & John Dana
The DocuTeam
Robin & Carl Dudley
John & Sandy Dunn
Barbara Dyer
Kelley & Leland Ellis
Donald & Su Li Ellis
Employees of Comevo, Inc.
Bill & Susan Evans
Dan & Haleh Farnum
Julie & Richard Frankel
Gina & Greg Gambrioli
Bob Garrett
Jeff & Linda Garza

Fred & Sharon Glick
Aaron & Caitlin Graves Family
Tom & Linda Grissom
Rick & Andrea Grossman
Grover Beach Police Officers 

Association
Michael Gunther & Steve Hopkins
Melanie & Edward Halpin
Dr. James Hannah & Jo Ellen Hose
Harris Personal Injury Lawyers
Michael Hawes
Jan & Ronald Haynes
Jon Hoffmann
Janet Hofmeister
Maronee & Jon Hollister
The Hollywood Location Company
Hotel SLO | Piazza Hospitality
Russ & Susie Johnson
Anita Judd
Bob & Lisa Kalmbach
George & Linda Kardashian
Tina Ketchum
Shannon & Michael Larrabee
Allison & Trey Lauderdale
Julie & Tom Lebens Family
Shell & Rick Leguina
David Levin, M.D.
Donna & Kevin Lewis
Bette Limberg
Bianca Lin
The Liz & John Summer Family
Richard Macias, M.D.
Hamish & Jill Marshall
Jeanne A. Martin
Jenny & Dana Meyers
Lennie Michelson
Michelson Family Foundation
The MOCA Foundation/Mary L. 

Bianco
Kerry Morris
Morris & Garritano Insurance 

Agency, Inc
Christy & Patrick O’Hara
Pacific Premier Bank
Brad & Ginny Parkinson
Dr. Dennis & Roseann Parks
Nipool Patel
Dr. Richard & Alta Jean Paul
James Paulsen
Evelyn Plemons
Jean & George Raymond



Kevin M. & Kitty L. Rice
Dr. Scott & Dana Robertson
Alan & Kathy Roinestad
Rotary Club Of San Luis Obispo De 

Tolosa
RRM Design Group
Kimberly & Marc Sargen
Charley & Ginny Senn
Thomas & Catherine Sherman
San Luis Obispo Breastfeeding 

Resources
Jim & Beverly Smith
Paula Smith
Monica & Stuart Soren
Stapleton Family
Bill & Mary Ann Statler
Sunset Honda
Bill & Linda Thoma
Hillary Trout
Valerie Vaz
The Voorheis Family
Debbie & Nick Wettlaufer
James Wheat
Diana J. White
Jerry & Patti Williams
Max T. Wills
Linda Wilson
Susan & Robert Wisberg
Wonderful Company Foundation
Kristen & Bob Yetter

Circle of Healing

Carolyn Alonso
American Charros Association
Anonymous
Sam Argentieri
Charlie Ault
Colleen & Dick Avery
Aviation Consultants Inc.
The Avila Girls
Stephen Beneto
Karla & Larry Bittner
Bill & Nora Bolthouse
Kim & Peter Brosnan
Jessica Brown
Roman Bukachevsky, MD & Anne 

Yarema
California Healthcare Foundation

Maria & Boyd Carano
Leonardo Casabar
Dr. Leonard & Susan Cedars
Central Shores Chapter ONS
Coastal Community Builders
Phil & Kathy Cohl
Rachel A. Coicou, DNP, MBA, MSN, 

RN, NEABC
Collaboration Business Consulting
Bruce & Carol Conway
Coral J. Corsaut
Jo Ann & John Costa
Reese T. Davies & Vicki Mazzei-

Davies
Breanne Davis
Deanna Donnelly
Jamie & Kerry Egan
Anna Elliott
Richard & Sally Equinoa
Jeff Espinola
Michael & Marie Famularo
Richard Ferraro
Kathy & Doug Filipponi
Kent & Dorreene Gilmore
Patricia Gomez & Frank Seiple
Iris Gould & Family
Chris Gruwell & Lisa Seitz-Gruwell
Leanne & Ryan Harris
Hearst Ranch Winery
Carolyn Hebard
Carolyn Herzog
Dr. Lee & Lynn Hollister
The Human Bean Central Coast
Warren Jensen & Jean Kidder
Carol S. Judd & Family
Jamie & Justin Kelton
Elaine Klarquist
Griffen Knudsen
Timothy & Debbie Kopack
Anthony & Joanna Kulesa
Debbie Lacillade
Jim & Linda Lawler
Patrick Lind
Dawn Lorenzo
Richard & Tammy Loughead
Lundin Family Trust
David Majors
June McIvor & Duane Hall
Cherie McKinley
Leslie McKinley
Mike & Kathleen McRoskey

Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s 
Organization

Movement For Life Physical Therapy
Barbara & Jim Neal
New Deal Advisers
Kevin & Mary Okimoto
Neva Orton
Elisa Patton
Janet Peach
Pismo Beach Athletic Club
Premier Valley Bank
Matthew & Joyce Quaglino
Race SLO
Pierre & Terri Rademaker
Clara Ramirez
Nancy & Frank Randise
Christie Redd Coyes
Linda Riggle
Steven D. Roberts
Michael & Jean Rollins
Rotary Club of San Luis Obispo 

Daybreak
Jennifer & Jim Salio
San Luis Hospitalists
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 

Indians Foundation
Melissa & Kit Schneider
Jeannie Shearer
John & Laura Sherlock
Kim Silveira
Deborah & Scott Smith-Cooke
Phyllis Snelling
Dr. Mark & Angela Soll
Laurice Penny Sommers
Adela & Arpad Soo
Anne & Randal Sprecher
Brian & Jackie Starr
Dr. Jonathan & Kelly Stella
Neil & Carol Thom
Ed Thoma & Lori Kruger-Thoma
Maria Torres
Trust Automation, Inc.
The Vardas Family
Thomas Vendegna, MD & Gayle 

Cekada, MD & Friends
Ventura County Public Health 

Department
Janice & Robert Verity
Susan L. Vincent
Dr. Christian & Regina Voge
Jenny & Terry Wampler
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Flora & Steve Washburn
Grace & Robert Washer
Wells Fargo
Lisa & Gregory Wendt
Evelyn Wilkie
Maria Taraya Williams
Patty & Mark Woolpert

Legacy Circle

Anonymous
Sam Argentieri
Amy and Ron Beckman Trust
Stephen & Karen Chubon
Stan & Barbara Clark
Leslie E. Coe
Burke & Rena Dambly
Reese T. Davies & Vicki Mazzei-

Davies
James R. Flanagan
David L. George
Roy Gersten
Michael Hawes
Cydney & Reed Holcombe
Jeanne Hutchison
Carol S. Judd
Robert & Carol Kerwin
John & Marcia Lindvall
Dorothy J. Lunsford
Bonnie McIvor
Connie L. Miller
Nancy Morrow
Les & Carol Moss
Brad & Ginny Parkinson
Russee Parvin
Lloyd & Margaret Peterson
Burt W. & Virginia Polin

John & Tracy Ronca
James P. Sargen
Deborah & Scott Smith-Cooke
Ralph Henry Soto, Sr. & Bonnie 

Jackson Soto
William H. & Cheryl K. Swanson
Dr. & Mrs. Louis Tedone
Dr. Ke-Ping & Susan Tsao
Rochele Tyler Ullum
Michael Walsh
Diana J. White

Founding Business 
Partners

American Perspective Bank
Bank of America
Cannon Associates
Coast BMW
Copelands’ Properties, LLC
Digital West Networks, Inc.
First Bank Of SLO
Heritage Oaks Bank
Frank & Betsey Kelton
Meathead Movers
Mechanics Bank
Gregory Morris
Movement for Life Physical Therapy
New Times
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Pacific Premier Bank
Pacific Western Bank
Rossi Enterprises
Secure Horizons
Studio Design Group Architects
Bill & Ed Thoma | Thoma Electric
TriActive America

Su & Ke-Ping Tsao, MD
Verdin
Wacker Wealth Partners

Beyond Health  
Business Partners

Collaboration Business Consulting
Glenn Burdette
Morris & Garritano Insurance 

Agency, Inc
Promega Biosciences
RRM Design Group
SESLOC Federal Credit Union

Join us in supporting excellence in local health care

We invite you to join our community of donors, supporting the programs 
and services that are important to you. Learn more or give today by visiting 
supportfrenchhospital.org or scanning the QR code.
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FOUNDATION BOARD 

Chair 
Kristen Yetter*

Vice Chair 
Carolyn Herzog*

Secretary/Treasurer 
Brooks Wise*

President & CEO
Sue Andersen*

Chief Philanthropy Officer
Tessa Espinoza*

Chief Financial Officer
Matt Richardson*

Community Board Chair 
Terrance Harris

Chief of Medical Staff
Aaron Kromhout, MD

President, Volunteer Guild
Debbie Wacker

Board Members
Michaela Cotton
Dan Culhane, MD*
Sandy Dunn
Cathy Johnson
Tom Lebens*
Lorlie Leetham
Russ Levanway
D.D. Oberhelman
Stephanie Ronca Matthews
Chris Russo
Ty Safreno
Christine Williams*

Honorary Board Members 
Louis Tedone, MD**
John French

*Executive Committee Member
**Deceased

DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

Chair
Christine Williams

Chief Philanthropy Officer
Tessa Espinoza

Committee Members
Dan Culhane, MD
Tom Lebens
Will von Dauster

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Chair
Brooks Wise

President & CEO
Sue Andersen

Chief Philanthropy Officer
Tessa Espinoza

Chief Financial Officer
Matt Richardson

Committee Members
Carolyn Herzog
Tamara Holst
Lorlie Leetham
Russ Levanway
Chris Russo
Dave Marshall
Louie Summer

HEARST CANCER 
RESOURCE CENTER 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Chair
Sandy Dunn

President & CEO
Sue Andersen

Chief Nursing Executive 
Julia Fogelson, RN 

Chief Medical Officer
Tom Vendegna, MD

Chief Philanthropy Officer
Tessa Espinoza

HCRC Director
Shannon D’Acquisto

Committee Members
Gayle Cekada, MD
Leslie Coe
Edwin Hayashi, MD
Jack Hearst
Stephen Hearst
Stephen Hilty, MD
Cathy Johnson
Robert Johnson, MD
Noreen Martin
Susan Minker, MD
Debby Nicklas
Don Oberhelman
Lauren Rava
Colleen Russell, DPT
Thomas Spillane, MD
Jackie Starr
Christine Williams

Hospital 
Leadership
COMMUNITY BOARD

Chair 
Terrance Harris

Vice Chair 
Boyd Carano

Secretary
Wyatt Mello

President & CEO
Sue Andersen

Chief of Medical Staff 
Aaron Kromhout, MD

Foundation Board Chair 
Kristen Yetter 

Board Members 
Luke Faber, MD
Dave Garth 
Rachel Hulburd
Bianca Lin, RN, MSN 
Thomas Miller, MD, MHA 
Anita Robinson 
Charlene Rosales
Dale Rowland, MD 
Marcia Scott
Ke-Ping Tsao, MD

MEDICAL STAFF
OFFICERS

Chief of Staff
Aaron Kromhout, MD

Vice Chief of Staff
Matthew Scales, MD

Secretary/Treasurer
Michael Ryan, MD

Past Chief of Staff
Craig Canfield, MD

French Hospital Medical Center Foundation 
Leadership 2024-2025



1911 Johnson Avenue
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Tel 805.542.6496
SupportFrenchHospital.org

Follow us 

Address service requested

Thank you!


